, PROTECTED AREA MANAGEMENT :

wwe TOWARDS A COMMUNITY COMMITMENT?

By Hubert Geraux, New Caledonia Office Manager, WWE-France.

Encouraging citizenry to become involved in management of the environment, in association with statutory

authorities: That was one of the founding principals of WWE's commitment to the multi-partnership dry forest
conservation programme between 1997 and 2001.

Proceeding further, WWF then set-up a portfolio of projects. [he projects cover conservation stakes of the four

priority eco-regions (dry forests, moist forests, fresh-water habitat, coral reefs). These projects involve active
participation of both urban and tribal communities alongside statutory authorities.
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Protected Area joint management allows out-sourcing of finance towards the community at large (citizens,

NGOs and companies).

Including the local community in Protected Area management is the best way to develop eco-citizen
responsibility.
A pilot project should be visible to as many people as possible. The more the information is spread around,

the greater will be the chance of others wanting to have a go...
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